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Abstract 
This paper discusses why Interior Design Engineering (IDE) program has been introduced at Yanbu University College 
(YUC) of Saudi Arabia. Interior design program is considered as an art program in most universities and in some universities 
is considered part of architecture schools and not an engineering program. In contrary, IDE program at YUC is designed with 
emphasis on engineering oriented courses into interior design program. Further research is made to investigate interior design 
programs offered in Saudi Arabia and compared with IDE program at YUC. The paper concluded that the introduction of IDE 
program at YUC is relevant as demanded by the profession and graduate students will be benefited to be technically 
knowledgeable and earning privileges of being engineering graduate holders. 
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1. Introduction  
In February 2012 YUC has introduced and offered the first IDE program to female campus, it is a four-year 
program that upon completion of this program students will be awarded a Bachelor of Engineering in Interior 
Design (BEID). This paper describes significant reasons that lead to introduce the first IDE program at YUC and 
also turn out to be the first IDE program in Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA).  
will be analyzed to identify which are called core design courses, technical engineering oriented courses and 
liberal arts and sciences courses.  
 Further  universities and a college in Saudi 
Arabia, these institutions are reputed with their established interior design program. The analysis will be focusing 
on the program curriculums to reveal differences in terms of program curriculums and distribution of credit 
hours. The result of the analysis has indicated technical engineering oriented 
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courses and that makes significant difference between YUC and any other interior design programs in KSA. It is 
a major finding to justify the relevancy of introducing IDE program at YUC. 
2. Why Interior Design Engineering Program? 
 Canadian (94%) [1] and likely encourage their children to be 
doctors and most likely all Asian parents desired the same. In Saudi Arabia being an engineer is similar being a 
doctor, people grant engineers with respect and recognized as respectful position. Being an IDE graduate holder 
is similar to those graduates in 
KSA. 
 
2.1 Recognize by Saudi Council of Engineers (SCE) 
 
 Interior design program is commonly manage by interior design department and attached under umbrella of 
School of Ar
[2]. 
encompass processes and products in art which are judged primarily 
in terms of their aesthetic value and theoretical significance, as opposed to those which have a specific practical 
 [3].  
Even though the interior design programs are part of architecture, fine arts and human ecology but in Saudi 
Arabia interior design and architectural profession is recognized as part of engineering profession, therefore the 
interior design profession is recognized by Saudi Council of Engineers (SCE). Interior designers are required to 
submit their credentials to SCE to obtain professional license. Upon obtaining approval from SCE, then the 
interior designers are able to practice as professional interior designer in Saudi Arabia. SCE is Saudi Arabian 
professional body that governs all engineering professionals including to architects and interior designers.  
 
2.2 Technically Knowledgeable 
 
  Presently interior design programs in Saudi Arabia are offered only to female students. The interior design 
programs are design to suit female working environments where 
[4]. Female interior designers are not expected to be employed in the fields of construction because the 
ce interior designer are not expected to be involved in the construction works, the 
These circumstances have created general perception that interior designers are technically unknowledgeable. 
Therefore by introducing IDE program with insertion of more technical engineering oriented courses that 
emphasis on technical knowledge, thus the IDE program in YUC would be able to produce graduate students 
with better technical knowledge compared to any other interior design graduate in Saudi Arabia. It would change 
the general perception that interior design graduates are technically incompetence. 
 
2.3 The first interior design program to be offered to male students 
 
 In February 2013, IDE program will be offered to male students that lead to another record where YUC will 
be the first college offering interior design degree program to male students in KSA. Due to the practice of 
gender segregation, the role of male interior designers are broader and expected to be involved in complete cycle 
of design and construction activities. Having exposed to interior design and technical engineering courses, IDE 
graduates are well prepared either to work as designer in consulting firms or as an interior design in the fields of 
Thousands of 
[5]. Since IDE 
graduates will be the first male graduates from interior design program in KSA, they are expected to take-up 
more roles in interior design industries and having more job opportunities compared to graduates from other 
interior design schools in KSA.   
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2.4 Higher social  status and earn higher salary 
 
 Upon completion of the program, students will be awarded Bachelor of Engineering in Interior Design 
(BEID). BEID is recognised as an engineering degree, therefore BEID graduate will be recognised as an engineer 
rather than interior designer.  Being  an engineer in KSA will be refelected to higher social status compared being 
an interior designer.  
  [6], in public sector if you are graduated with your degree has stated an 
engineering word, then you are considered having a professional degree which entitle for higher employment 
grades. Therefore BEID graduates will be benefitted to earn  higher grades and higher salary scale in public 
sector because they are graduated with engineering degree.  
 
3.0 Interior Design Programs Analysis  
 
Interior Design curriculums can be divided into three categories; they are core design, technical knowledge 
and liberal arts and sciences knowledge. Council for Interior Design Accreditation (CIDA) issued Professional 
Standards 2011 document that described interior core design knowledge are: history, space and form, color and 
light, furniture, fixtures, equipment and finish materials [7]. The technical knowledge is environmental system 
and controls, interior construction and building systems, and regulations [7]
are: English composition, oral communication, logic, literature, foreign language, history, fine arts history, 
philosophy, biology, botany, zoology, mathematics, physics, chemistry, anthropology, archeology, sociology, 
psychology, economics. This includes humanities, which are defined as studies emphasizing the cultural aspects 
[8]. 
 
Table 1: Distribution analysis of course category and credit hours (total credit hours are excluding internship and 
elective courses). 
 
Course Category 
YUC PMU KAU DAC UD 
Credit 
hours % 
Credit 
hours % 
Credit 
hours % 
Credit 
hours % 
Credit 
hours % 
Core Design 49 41% 51 43% 38 44% 48 39% 67 52% 
Liberal Arts & 
Sciences 36 30% 51 43% 32 37% 57 46% 34 26% 
Technical 
Engineering 34 29% 16 14% 16 19% 19 15% 29 22% 
Total of credit hours 119   118   86   124   130   
 
 
 
Fig. 1. Analysis percentage comparison by credit hours between three major course  
 
Distribution of courses in interior design programs are analyzed and divided into three categories as illustrated 
on Table 1, they are; liberal arts and sciences courses, core design courses and technical (engineering related) 
courses. Figure 1 depicted the comparison of credit hours and courses between three universities and a college 
that offering interior design programs in KSA alongside with interior design program that offered at YUC (refer 
to Figure 2). The selected institutions are Prince Mohamad bin Fahd University (PMU) of Dammam Al Khobar  
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A four-year program that offered Bachelor of Science in Interior Design under College of Engineering [9], King 
Abdulaziz University (KAU) of Jeddah  A three-year program that offered Bachelor of Science in Interior 
Design under College of Art and Design [10], Dar Al-Hekma College (DAC) of Jeddah - four-year program that 
offered Bachelor of Arts in Interior Design under Hekma School of Design and Architecture [11], University of 
Dammam (UD)  A four-year program that offered Bachelor of Science in Interior Design under College of Art 
and Design  [12].  
 
 
 
 
 
Fig. 2: Course structure of Interior Design Program at YUC is divided into three categories as illustrated. 
 
5. Conclusion 
Interior Design industry in Saudi Arabia has been progress into technically more complexes and demanding. 
It is justifiable that interior design program curriculums need to be technically sound to provide skilled 
professional and to avoid unemployment after graduation. Unemployment among young graduates are serious 
issues and technical knowledge received by graduates are not sufficient enough to prepare them to take-up field 
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works immediately after graduation oor education that does not qualify young people for field work  [5]. 
Although the IDE program at YUC is still considered a new born baby, but curriculum analysis shown that IDE 
program is structurally design ahead than other reputed interior design institution in KSA in terms of providing 
students with required up-to-date technical engineering knowledge and design skills that parallel to industry 
demand.  IDE graduates will be benefited being technically more competent compared to other interior design 
graduates in KSA. IDE graduates will be standing at par with any other engineering graduates in terms of 
qualification and enjoy social recognition. Finally since interior design profession is governing by Saudi Council 
of Engineering, it was the most relevant moves to implement interior design program with engineering oriented 
courses at YUC.  
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